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What was the teardrop route?

In an e-mail to the editor Dr. James
M. Borg puts the following question:
“I am a subscriber to the Swedish
American Genealogist and would like
to request your assistance in answering a question about the socalled “teardrop route.”
“My great-grandfather, Carl Borg,
who was born near Valdemarsvik,
Östg., in 1861, went to sea as a
sixteen year old. He spent five years
(1877-1882) aboard cargo ships –
mainly (collier?) barques – operating
in the Baltic, Russia (perhaps mainly
the White Sea region of Mezen and
Arkangel); then went “around South
America;” and visited the Caribbean
Islands [perhaps the Danish Virgin

Islands such as St. Thomas, and one
of the big sugar islands]. He once
told a relative that he had followed
the “teardrop route” in [some?] of his
journeys. Can you assist me in
identifying what that route consisted
of?
“My speculation is that it may refer
to one of two routes: 1) from Goteborg up the coast of Norway (sort of
a teardrop shape) and on into the
northern seas of Russia (plus maybe
the phrase resonated with the tears
that young sailors shed on such a
miserable journey); or 2) possibly it
referred to making a lengthy passage
around the ports of South America
going all the way to Iquique, Chile,
where nitrates were a major com-

modity at this time.
“Your expertise in answering this
question would be most appreciated.
Yours sincerely,
James M. Borg, Ph.D.”
Unfortunately the editor had to
admit her lack of knowledge and I
am now relying on the many allknowing readers of SAG.
Any information can be sent to Dr.
Borg at 1910 Surrey Lane, Lake Forest, IL 60045.
<slbborg@netzero.net>
or to the editor at
<sag@etgenealogy.se>

Välkommen hem!
Welcome home to your Swedish roots!
A road-map will make your travels in Sweden a lot easier.
A family map of your roots will add other kinds of values to your travel.
Maybe your long lost relatives are waiting for you where it all started?
Or perhaps you are just curious about where and what kind of life your old folks lived in that little country
far up north, on the arctic circle.
The House of Genealogy, non-profit but professional, can help you discover your Swedish roots.
Our experienced researchers have access to church records from all over Sweden. We have all the necessary
databases. We have a nationwide network that makes the search more effective.
Within 2 weeks from your first request you will have an answer from us. If you wish to continue working
with us, you will have an answer as complete as possible within 2 months.
Our research-fee is 25 USD per hour + expenses.
Read more about us at www.genhouse-sweden.com Contact us for further information.
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